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INTRODUCTION

HIGHLIGHTS

The perfect weekend for the amateur rouleur as
you join Le Domestique Tours to tackle the finest
cobbles that Paris Roubaix and the Tour of Flanders
have to offer.

—— Two nights 4* B&B accommodation in our
superb hotel in the centre of Oundenaarde.
—— One day riding the final 100km of Paris
Roubaix, including the Arenberg, Carrefour
de l’Arbre, Mons-en-Pévèle and many more.
—— One day riding the best of the Tour of
Flanders, including the Koppenberg, Oude
Kwaremont, Paterberg and many more.
—— Fully guided and supported riding from
our superb local guide rider who is there to
teach you the best techniques and stories,
together with full vehicle support.
—— The opportunity to visit the excellent
Tour of Flanders museum and centre
in the centre of Oudenaarde.
—— Evenings free to enjoy Oudenaarde’s
excellent brasseries and cafes, where you
can enjoy a huge range of Belgian beers.

Your weekend is built around two epic full day
rides designed with advice from three times winner
of Paris-Roubaix and the Tour of Flanders Johan
Museeuw, with the highest standard of guided
and supported riding. Post ride we retire to our
superb 4* hotel in the center of Oudenaarde, a
stone’s throw from the Tour of Flanders centre
and museum. Your evenings are then free to be
spent enjoying some of Belgium’s best beers and
brasseries while you unwind in the company of your
fellow riders.
Roubaix and Flanders - Le Domestique Tours.

“Had a great weekend, which was very well organised. Cycling on the iconic cobbles & Belgium beer, doesn’t get
much better! Can’t thank you enough, wouldn’t hesitate in using Le Domestique Tours again.”
John Bishop - Spring Classics Weekend March 2018
“I have to compliment you on a brilliantly run trip. Flawless planning and delivery. Cracking stuff. Much
appreciated and will sing your praises to anyone I can.”
Ed Neilson, Spring Classics Weekender, Nov 2016
“The trip was great, the team went out of their way to ensure we were all happy. Please pass on my gratitude.”
James Collins, Spring Classics Weekender, Nov 2016
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HISTORY OF PARIS ROUBAIX
Paris-Roubaix is one of the most prestigious and oldest races on the
cycling calender and one of the five cycling monuments,
The course’s 50+kms of cobblestones makes a race of staggering difficulty
with a win here, cementing the career of any racer. It is often called the “Hell of
the North” (l’enfer du Nord), a nickname given by journalists following the 1919
edition, which plotted a course through this war devastated region.
The 27 sectors of Cobbles in the 2017 edition dominated the race - with
the most feared sectors being the Arenberg Forest, Le Carrefour de l’Arbre and
Mons-en-Pevele!.
Tom Boonen holds the modern day record with four wins. The race had
been dominated by European names with 10 of the past twelve editions having
been won by five different European riders, with Greg Van Avermaet winning the
fastest ever Paris Roubaix in 2017.

HISTORY OF THE TOUR OF FLANDERS
With the Ronde van Vlaanderen or Tour of Flanders as it is more
commonly known, celebrating its 100th edition in 2016 (having only missed 3
editions since its inception in 1913 due toWorld War 1), now really is the time to
sample this incredible race route first hand.
69 of the 102 editions have been won by a Belgian rider, with the race
and tactics required to win it, evolving over time. No rider has won more than 3
editions, leading to many saying that to win this particular racer requires a huge
amount of luck, above and beyond that of the other Spring Classics.
The route has changed over the years, varying from 324km to as few
as 198km, with the current race route now reincorporating the iconic Muur van
Geraardsbergen. The Oude Kwaremont and Paterberg now feature as the final
two climbs of the route, witnessing some of the biggest battles in professional
cycling.
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PARIS ROUBAIX - FRIDAY - 95KM - 600M ★★★★★
Our 95km route follows the race route of the 2018 Paris-Roubaix pro
race, beginning in Wallers, shortly before the infamous Arenberg trench. Famous
for being the first sector of cobbles crucial in deciding the outcome of the race,
this is the perfect start point. Closed to traffic and rating a full 5*, the Arenberg
gives riders the opportunity to really see what the pros put themselves through
on race day, over 2.4km of hell.
With the Arenberg complete, our route then goes on to tackle the final 17
sectors of cobbles, for a total of more than 30km of cobbles, giving a true taste
of the Hell of the North experience.
Our epic ride finishes in the world famous Roubaix velodrome, where
riders can complete the hallowed one and a half laps, before crossing the
finishing line and stopping for a well earned beer.
Riding Summary – ★★★★★
The combination of cobbles, crosswinds and distance give the Queen
of the Classics its epic reputation. Riding this classic with the full guidance and
support of the Le Domestique Team ensures an incredible day.
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TOUR OF FLANDERS - SATURDAY - 105KM - 1500M ★★★★★
With the cobbles of Roubaix complete, the move to Flanders brings with it
a completely different experience, as we leave the flatlands and enter the short
sharp cobbled hills of the Ronde Van Vlaanderen.
We’ll tackle the the iconic climbs of the modern race route including the
Oude Kwademont, the Koppenberg and the race’s finale, the Paterberg amongst
many more. We’ll also be tackling the iconic, closed to traffic, “Eiffel Tower of
Flanders”, the Muur van Geraardsbergen, a firm favourite from the race’s past,
reintroduced for 2017. A shorter route option is also available for those wanting
to limit their distance.
“Looking back, you get a bit nostalgic, but from a competitive point of view,
Flanders was one of the most horrible races to ride, but one of the greatest
races to win.” – Sean Kelly
Riding Summary – ★★★★★
The combination of cobbles, bergs and distance give the Queen of the
Classics its epic reputation. Riding this classic with the full guidance and support
of the Le Domestique Team ensures an incredible day.
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MORE INFORMATION

ITINERARY

—— Friday 8th March 2019 to
Sunday 10th March 2019.
—— Guests are collected from our collection
point at Ashford International Rail Station
allowing travel by car (with bookable secure
car parking) or train, just off the M20, on
the morning of the experience at 5.30am.
—— Transfer bikes, riders and bags in our
custom built support vehicles (bikes
travel fully built in complete safety) to the
Channel Tunnel for a 7.20am crossing.
—— 1.5hr drive to Wallers where the
Paris Roubaix ride begins.
—— After finishing in the velodrome we transfer to
Oudenaarde and the superb 4* Hotel Leopold,
our base for the weekend where riders can
relax and enjoy a beer before a hearty dinner.
—— On the Saturday we have breakfast then
complete our Tour of Flanders ride, with
riders free afterwards to enjoy a beer at one of
Oudenaarde’s superb pubs with vast selections
of Belgian beers or visit the museum. That
evening guests are free to dine at their choice
of excellent restaurant in the centre of town.
—— On the Sunday riders can opt to complete a
final morning ride taking in the Koppenberg
again, followed by showers and lunch,
before we depart for the Eurotunnel,
arriving back in the UK at 4.55pm.

WHAT’S INCLUDED?

—— Travel to and from the UK via
Eurotunnel for you, your luggage and
bike in our custom internally racked Le
Domestique support vehicles, ensuring
your bike travels in complete safety.
—— Two night’s bed and superb breakfast
accommodation in the home of the Tour
of Flanders, Oudenaarde in the excellent
4* Hotel Leopold, situated one minute
from the Tour of Flanders museum.
—— Two days of riding utilising routes designed
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by the Le Domestique Tours team with
guidance and advice from 3 x winner of
Paris-Roubaix and the Tour of Flanders
Johan Museeuw, highlighted by the most
famous cobbles and climbs of each race, while
providing the unique opportunity to tackle
them without the crowds of the sportives.
—— An expert on the ground guide team who
are there to ensure your tour runs perfectly,
providing cycle guiding and a support
vehicle, allowing you to focus on learning
the techniques for successful cobbled riding,
with full back up in the case of a mechanical.
—— A dedicated point of contact from first
enquiry through to the completion who will
manage every aspect of your tour including
coordinating travel logistics for all riders.
—— Full Package Travel Regulation compliance
which ensures that any funds paid by yourselves
are fully protected in the highly unlikely event
that Le Domestique Limited enters insolvency.
WHAT’S NOT INCLUDED?

——
——
——
——

Dinners
Alcohol.
Personal travel insurance.
Incidental purchases.

TOUR PRICING

—— £479pp twin occupancy
—— £579pp solo occupancy
NEXT STEPS

—— To book please email info@
ledomestiquetours.co.uk
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